majors. Unfortunately for the LPGA,
she’s no longer a kid. She's now
another hotshot 19-year-old with

a tour card.

“I think she could’ve helped us even
more so when she was younger because
she was so phenomenal” Lopez said.
“Now, she's like a veteran, almost.”

Fortunately for the LPGA, for
all her growing pains, Wie remains
a household name. She will widen
the tour’s fan base and bring people
through the gates. A successful Wie
would be a huge asset for the LPGA
in these tough economic times.
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played against each other only a hand-
ful of times, but their stories, style

of play and personalities are so diverse
it makes for an intriguing setup.

“We don’t have a lot in common,”
said Lewis, who answers questions
in a no-nonsense kind of way. “We
came two totally different ways to
get (to the LPGA). We are two totally
different people”

‘Wie's career temporarily was
derailed by several untimely wrist
injuries. Lewis, however, once thought
her career might end after doctors
inserted a steel rod and five screws

Lewis wore a back brace for eight
years before redshirting her freshman
year of college to have surgery. She
came back from the frightening
procedure with the gift of a second
chance. She used the opportunity

to transform herself into one of the
world's best amateur players.

The only thing that makes Lewis
nervous about her rookie year is how
her back will hold up over time. She
plans to return to each of the six
tournaments that gave her a
sponsor exemption in 2008, and
that means playing as many as

four weeks in a row.

Since Lewis hecame the Cinderella
of last year’s U.S. Women's Open,
where she led through 54 holes and
eventually tied for third, she has
received a steady stream of e-mails
and letters from others afflicted
with scoliosis. Lewis hopes to raise
awareness with a public-service
announcement and maybe even
make noise in Washington to raise
money for research.

“(Growing up) I didn’t know
anybody else who went through it,”
Lewis said, “but there’s millions
of people who have it

When Lewis took off her brace for

the last time, she thought about
throwing all the ones she’d worn
over the years into a raging bonfire.
Instead, she decided to keep the first
and last braces that she wore as a

reminder of the journey.

Even now, it’s not unusual for
Dale Lewis to open the closet door
in his daughter’s old bedroom in The
Woodlands, Texas, and marvel. The
plastic brace sitting on the top shelf
puts life into perspective.

This could be a big year for Lewis.

A year full of big challenges and
even bigger rewards. But it's nothing
compared with what she already has
conguered.

9]

Class of 09
Vicky Hurst
Age: 18
Hometown: Melbourne, Fla
Noteworthy: Won five Duramed Futures
Tour events in 2008 .. . set DFT earnings
record ($93107) . .. set a DFT 54-hole
scoring record of 198 (-18).
Stacy Lewis
Age: turns 24 on Feb. 16
Hometown: The Woodlands, Texas

: Sank winning putt
for Team USA at the 2008 Curtis Cup
... T3 at US Women's Open in
professional debut .. . won $247464
in seven LPGA starts in '08.
Jiyai Shin
Age: 30
Hometown: Yongin, South Korea
Noteworthy: Fourth player in LPGA
history to win a major (Ricoh Women's
British Open) before her rockie season
... first player in Korean LPGA history
to complete the season Grand Slam.
Michelle Wie
Age: 13
Hometown: Honolulu
Noteworthy: Turned pro Oct. 5, 2005,
and has made $816,708 in LPGA events
...owns five top5 finishes in LPGA
majors.

Nancy Lopez, 1978:
A rookie to remember

Lopez remains
the only player
to win Rookie
of the Year,
Player of the
Year and the
Vare Trophy
(low scoring
average) in the
same season.
Her magical
78 season:
»> Set record
with five consecutive wins (tied by
Annika Sorenstam in 2005)
>» Won nine tournaments
»>» Recorded 19 top 10s in 26 events
>> Led tour with 7176 scoring average
>>Eamned $189813

Source: LPGA, staff research
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